
Terres Lance Ronneberg (1940-2019), 
known as “Lance” growing up and “Terry” 
as an adult, passed away on Monday, 
October 28, 2019 at Doctor’s Hospital 
of Manteca due to complications from 
abdominal surgery.  

Born in Palo Alto, California to Terres 
Albert and Hilda Gussefeld Ronneberg, 
Terry grew up in several towns in Marin 
County including Inverness and Ross.  
Shortly after graduating from high school, 
he spent a year traveling in Europe and 
then enlisted with the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves in 1961.  After basic training, 
he moved to San Francisco, where he 
met Juanita Jean Slaughter, who would 
become his dear wife for more than 50 years.  Terry and Jean lived in Tracy 
for the majority of their marriage and only recently moved to Manteca’s Dell 
Webb Retirement Community.  Terry worked for the City of Tracy starting in 
the Parks Department and finished his career as the City’s Water Conserva-
tion Manager.  In his forties, he went to school at night and he earned his 
paralegal certificate from Saint Mary’s College and put his legal training to 
good use as a union chief shop steward for Local 439.  Terry was also recog-
nized as the City of Tracy’s Employee of the Year in 1988 for his hard work 
and community service. 

 Terry and Jean had a son, Terres Andrew (“Drew”), who received his PhD 
in Chemistry from Princeton and now lives in Washington, DC with his wife 
Allegra and son Alejandro.

Terry had two primary hobbies, bird watching and genealogy, that occu-
pied most of his free time.  He was part of a close knit San Joaquin County 
birding community and liked to spend weekends on bird counts at the 
Cosumnes River Preserve and other locations in the Central Valley.  He often 
carried a scope, a couple pairs of binoculars and numerous bird books to 
insure that he could identify any bird of interest.  In 1993, Terry started to 
assemble the database of all bird observations for the Cosumnes River 
Preserve which served as the basis for the Preserve’s bird list.  In addition, Terry 
once found a lone smew near Tracy, a duck normally found in Siberia. There 
are very few records of this beautiful bird south of Alaska but it had somehow 
flown all the way to Central California.  Once word got out that there was a 
smew in the area, Terry became a minor celebrity in the birding community 
as birders came from far and wide to see this geographically confused bird.   

Terry also was an avid genealogist and liked to research the family tree 
with his cousin Skip and Norwegian relative Sigmund.   He was especially 
excited about tracing his Norwegian family all the way back to the Norse 
gods.  During this multi-decade project, he made many acquaintances with 
distant family members in Norway and was excited to travel to Norway and 
Finland this summer to meet them in person.   During the last few months 
of his life, he was also busy translating (with the help of Google Translate) a 
Ronneberg Family history written in Norwegian. 

Terry loved the Inverness area where he grew up and would make yearly 
trips with Jean to visit his sister Kris and her husband Gary at the Olema 
Campground, where they took beautiful walks out to Chimney Rock, Lima-
tour Spit, Drakes Bay, and Pierce Ranch.  One year they went swimming in 
Tomales Bay at Shell Beach where he and his sisters had learned to swim 
as children.  Terry liked to tell stories of Inverness from his youth which 
seemed like a Mayberry of Marin County.  One of his boyhood friends was 
Russell Chatham, who became a well-known painter and restaurateur.  
Terry bought a number of Russ’ early paintings when he was a struggling 
artist, and kept them very prominently displayed in his home.  

He is survived by his wife Jean, son Terres (“Drew”), grandson Alejandro, 
sisters Nan Collet and Kris Grant, and cousins Skip Ronneberg and Joan 
Eckstrom in addition to several other family members and in-laws.  He will 
always be remembered and loved by those who knew him.  

At his family’s request, Terry’s body was cremated.  A memorial service 
will be held at the First Presbyterian Church in Tracy at 11 am on Monday, 
November 4.  For additional details, please email his son Drew at 
drew_ronneberg@yahoo.com.  

In lieu of sending flowers, please make a donation to the Cosumnes River 
Preserve, which can be arranged by sending an email to info@cosumnes.org. 
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